Minutes of a Meeting of the Board of Scrutiny

Tuesday 4 November 2025 at 3pm
in the Robert Gardner Room, Emmanuel College

In attendance Apologies

Dr J Plummer Braeckman (Chair) Professor M Dixon
Dr S Cowley (Secretary) Dr R Lloyd

Dr A Bayley Dr M Parker Dixon
Professor W Evans Dr B Spagnolo

Dr N Habib

Mr M Hayes

Dr D Trocme-Latter
Ms S Greaves (Administrator)

Guest
Professor Nigel Peake, Head of School of Physical Sciences

1. Apologies

Apologies were noted from Professor Dixon and Drs Lloyd, Parker Dixon and Spagnolo.
2. Declarations of Interest

A conflict of interest was noted and recorded.
3. Approval of minutes from previous meeting

The minutes of the meetings held on 21 October 2025 (Paper A) were approved.

4. Matters arising from the minutes not already on the agenda

Training
The Board agreed to reschedule the meeting planned for 18 November 2025. The
rescheduled meeting would be used to hold the planned training session. The Chair and the
Administrator will circulate some dates.

Acton: Chair & Administrator

Update on Work Plan 2025-26
The Board discussed who they wished to meet this year.

Elections to the Board of Scrutiny
It was noted that the deadline for nominations for the vacancy on the Board is 13 November
2025.

5. Cambridge University Campus Launch in Saudi Arabia
The Board noted the recent press releases relating to a campus launch in Saudi Arabia and
agreed to investigate the matter further with the Press Office.

Action: Chair

6. Guest: Professor Nigel Peake, Head of School of Physical Sciences



Professor Peake joined the meeting.

The Board welcomed Professor Nigel Peake, Head of School of Physical Sciences, and the
following topics were discussed:

e Budgetcuts

e The proposed 6% levy on international student fees

e The effects of the changes to the EJRA

e The gender ratio in Physical Sciences
o Staff wellbeing

Report from the Proctors
This matter was deferred to the next meeting.
Any Other Business

None.

Next meeting

The next meeting willbe on 2 December 2025. ProfessorJ Wyburd, Head of the School of Arts
and Humanities, will be the guest.



