
Minutes of a Meeting of the Board of Scrutiny 
 

Tuesday 7 October 2025 at 3pm  
in the Buckingham House Seminar Room, Murray Edwards College 

 
In attendance   
Dr M Parker Dixon (Chair to Item 2) 
Dr B Spagnolo (Chair to Item 2) 
Dr J Plummer Braeckman (Chair from Item 3) 
Dr S Cowley (Secretary from Item 3) 
Dr A Bayley 
Professor M Dixon 
Professor W Evans 
Mr M Hayes 
Dr D Trocme-Latter 
 
Ms S Greaves (Administrator)  
    

Apologies 
Dr N Habib  
Dr R Lloyd  
 
 
 
  

1. Welcome to New Members and Introductions 
 

Professor Dixon, Drs Bayley and Trocme-Latter and Mr Hayes were welcomed to the Board. 
 
2. Apologies  
  

Apologies were noted from Drs Habib and Lloyd. 
 
3. Election of Chair and Secretary 
 

The Board unanimously elected Dr Plummer Braeckman as Chair.  Dr Cowley was elected 
as Secretary; 5 votes in favour. 
 

4. Declarations of Interest  
  

The Administrator will circulate declaration forms to all members, which will be kept on file 
for the academic year. 

Action: Administrator 
 

5. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 
 

The minutes of the meetings held on 9 September 2025 (Paper A) were approved. 
 
6. Matters arising from the minutes not already on the agenda  
 

None. 
 
7. 30th Annual Report: Timetable for publication and discussion  
 

The Board noted that the draft Annual Report had been returned from fact-checking (Paper 
B), and discussed the comments made.   
 
The final draft of the Report was agreed; this was due for submission on 8 October 2025. 
 
 



 
8. Preliminary Discussion of Work Plan for 2025-26 
 

The Board considered topics that they may wish to review during the coming academic year.  
These included: the implementation of the Teaching Review; the University’s capital plan; the 
implementation of the Strategic Mental Health Plan; and the use of Gen AI. 
 
It was agreed to divide the Board into groups again this year to focus on particular 
areas.  These would be agreed at the next meeting, based on an analysis of the focus areas.  
It was also agreed that each member of the Board would be allocated a senior committee 
and would report back to the Board on the matters discussed by that committee. 

Action: Chair & Secretary 
 

The Board reiterated their decision from last year that more Discussions should take place in 
person.  It was agreed to hold meetings at the Old Schools on these dates. 
 
The Board discussed which Senior Officers they wished to meet with this year.  
 

9. Any Other Business 
 

None. 


